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Today is the first day of another week for us as we all serve the Lord in many different ways.  Whatever our vocation we are first serving the Lord.  I pray that these words will help all of us to better live the life to which we have been called.
We have been looking at the definition of some words so that we will be clear from a Christian perspective about the words we use.  As Christians we must use the Word of God to determine the meaning of our words.  This week let’s think about what we mean when we use the words “saved” or “salvation”.  Exactly what is it that we are saved from?
John 3:36 “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”

We see from this verse that only those who obey Jesus are saved from the wrath of God.  Also please note that if someone does not obey Jesus then the wrath of God ABIDES on him.  Since God says that His wrath abides on him that means that the wrath was there from physical birth and continuing forever.  For those who believe in Jesus the wrath of God was suddenly and forever removed from him.  Of course we are also saved from being servants of sin and from other consequences of living a life apart from God but all the other aspects of being saved flow from the removal of the wrath of God.  
Let’s also think about the concept of “children of God”.  Exactly who are the children of God?  We read and hear from a lot of sources that everyone is a child of God, but is that correct?  What does the Bible say about who are the children of God?
John 1:12 “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,”
Here we see that everyone is NOT a child of God.  Only the people who are saved from the wrath of God are children of God.  To nail down this Biblical definition we need to know who the “Him” is in this verse so we just look back at the contextual passages.
John 1:9 “There was the true light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man.

John 1:10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.

John 1:11 He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.”
These verses and preceding verses make it clear that the “Him” in John 1:12 is Jesus.  So we can paraphrase this verse to read:
John 1:12 “But as many as received Jesus, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,”
We also see that God declares in this verse what He means by “...as many as received Him,” The ones that received Him were the ones who believe in His name.  So everyone is NOT a child of God; only those who believe in His name are children of God.  We also see from 
John 1:13 “who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”
Those who are the children of God were not those born of the blood (meaning the Jews) nor are they those who believe by their human actions (will of the flesh), nor are they those who believe by their will (“will of man” means by a belief that is totally born of their own mental abilities).
We then see from John 1:1-13 that the children of God are those who totally by the actions of God believe in the name of Jesus.  These people are saved from the wrath of God and are children of God.  Praise the Lord!
May God richly bless us all this week.
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